First Quarter Review

he first three months of 2009
have flown by quickly for us, as
we're sure they have for you.

We started this year with a rather empty
calendar for the upcoming months,
resulting in lots of questions and doubt on
our part as to whether or not we really
were where God wanted us to be.

We had taken on part-time jobs over the
holiday months to help “make ends meet,
but neither of us was feeling as though
God wanted us to continue doing that.
While it was only part-time, it was keeping
us out of the office and taking time away
from marketing efforts.

With the advice of some good
friends and mentors, we made
the decision to branch out into
the secular realm - specifically
libraries and preschools. One
friend told us that “God wants
you in ministry, but He also

wants you to pay your bills.”

So we took another literal step
of faith, launched a new division
of Williamson Productions, and
began some new marketing
efforts.

Gayle performs “I Really Like parties.
Numbers” with her puppet, Simon

The response - specifically from the
preschool market - has been over-
whelming and encouraging. Within a
three-week period in February, we
booked over 60 programs that will take
place during the rest of this year, the
majority of them being preschools.

But, what has been even more encour-
aging than booking the preschools has
been the organizations that have been
contacting us for ministry events. We
can definitely see God’s hand in
opening these doors for us.

Our heart and passion remains first and

foremost in ministry - being able to tell

others about what Jesus Christ has
done for them and how
much God loves them. We
don’t know what doors God
will open as a result of
performing for these young
children in preschools. But
God knows - and that's what
matters.

So far this year, we have
performed for 36 events. Of
that number, 20 were pre-
schools and 5 were birthday
Nine of those
(Continued on page 2)

Sez, during a preschool event.

What can
(we) offer the
LORD for al
that He has
done for (us)

- Psalm 116:12

Check out our
calendar at

www.williamson
productions.co

for upcoming event

Williamson Production Branches Out!

n 2004, Williamson Productions

Jesus Christ using
magic illusions and
puppets. It remains the
“parent” organization for
all of our ministry and

outreach events, as well as our other divisions. The

was born as a
part-time ministry, spreading the Good News of

at affordable
prices for others
interested in

getting into Gospel magic or in magic in general. This
website is located at www.saveonmagic.com.

Then earlier this year, we added two new divisions to

Williamson Productions.

ministry website is www.williamsonproductions.com.

During the summer of 2008, we launched an on-line

The first is Fun Magic and Puppets under which we
operate our secular events, such as preschools, libraries

“magic” store, Save-On-Magic , offering magic supplies

(Continued on page 2)
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First Quarter Review, continued

(Continued from page 1)

events were actual ministry events (including Awana

programs, church events, Christian schools, and one

missions trip to Nebraska). We also had the opportunity

to perform twice at Kidsfest here in Des Moines (a local
festival highlighting
children’s activities,
products and programs).

God has taken us out of
our “comfort zone” of doing
just ministry events and is
stretching and growing us
for more and more oppor-
tunities to be His lights in
our community. To us, this
Our dove, Dot, also performs with us dgringry exciting. We are
our preschool shows. The kids enjoy E@'minua”y honing existing

able to pet her following the performargcknms and Iearning many
new skills as we travel this path.

Knowing that God has opened up these different doors

of opportunity for
us has given us
even more
confidence and
assurance that we
are exactly where
God wants us to
be.

Your continued prayer and support for Williamson
Productions is still desired and greatly appreciated. See
the box below for items that you can pray about. Also,
go to our calendar at www.williamsonproductions.com
so that you can pray for us as we travel to and perform
at specific events.

Please remember to refer us to your friends and family if
we can bring either a ministry event (such as an
evangelistic presentation or just good clean, Christ-
centered fun) or secular event (such as preschool,
library, birthday party, etc.) to their area.

Please remember to pray...

 For wisdom in discerning God's direction and leading. ¢ For opportunities to lead kids and adults to Jesus Christ.
* For those individuals who have made decisions for Jesus that their walk with the Lord would continue to grow.
* For God's provision of some specific needs we currently have.

Regularly check our online calendar so you'll know where we’'ll be as you pray.

Because this is a full-time ministry, we are trusting God to provide for our ministry needs as well as our every day needs.
Should you wish to financially support the ministry of Williamson Productions, your contribution can be tax-deductible if made
through Olivet Church. Checks should be made out to “Olivet Church.” Be sure to write “Williamson Productions” on the
memo line of your check. Contributions can be placed into the offering plate on Sunday mornings or mailed to the
church directly (2743 82nd PI., Urbandale, IA 50322).

Thank you for your support!!

Williamson Production Branches Out!, continued

(Continued from page 1)

and birthday parties. While
we don't specifically talk
about God in these presen-
tations, we are still able to
highlight values and good
character traits based upon biblical principles. The
website is www.FunMagicAndPuppets.com.

and Puppets and through our on-line store, Save-On-
Magic. We also carry an extensive line of Folkmanis Puppets,
which are delightfully designed animal puppets.

Needless to say, our plate is pretty full with all of these
different areas -- there’s always something to do. But we
are finding that each of these divisions actually
compliments the others very well. We strive to honor
God through each of these endeavors, whether

The second is Gaylie-May specifically gospel or secular.

Gaylle-May ruppers. cayenas
Puppets

If you have any needs that might fall under any of these
categories - 1) Ministry event, 2) Secular Event, or 3)
Magic or puppet supplies - please be sure to contact us!

puppets which are available
for sale through Fun Magic




The Lesson | Learned from Dash the Dove

by Gayle Williamson

avid and | own two doves, Dot

and Dash. Dot, the female of

the pair, performs regularly with
us, while Dash, the male, most often
stays home. While he will perform with
us on occasion, his behavior can be un-
predictable, and we can’t always tell if he
will behave or take off flying as he has
done in the past. Dot, on the other hand,
has become a consistently well-behaved
performer, so we enjoy bringing her with
us.

Another reason that Dash is often not
included in our programs is that he is a
very NOISY bird. His coo is not one of
those soft lilting coos that you might hear
from a morning dove. Rather, his coo is
one of loud urgency and annoyance, as if
his needs aren’t being immediately met
to his own satisfaction. He is a tireless
bird and can coo for rather extended pe-
riods of time. He can begin his cooing at
any time and any place, regardless of
whether he is at home or backstage be-
hind our curtains during a performance. In other
words, he likes to make his presence known, whether
it is welcomed or not. Dot can be vocal at times, but
she is much quieter and only coos for a minute here
and there.

Most mornings when | go downstairs to have my quiet
time, Dash will begin his cooing. As always, itis a
very loud sound that goes on and on and on - the
same sound over and over and over again. It can
quickly become VERY annoying, and all | can do is to
ignore it as best | can and try to concentrate on the
Scripture passage | am reading.

Every once in a while, his coo is different, and it
catches my attention - probably because it was differ-
ent from what | have grown used to hearing. | listen
for a moment to make sure he is okay, and then when
he starts back up, | tune him out again.

One morning very early this year, | was having my

quiet time, and | heard Dash begin his cooing. My first

thought was to become annoyed, but then
my mind began to go another direction. |
began to wonder if this isn’t sometimes
how my prayer life can seem to God.

| want to get God'’s attention, so | try by
being loud, and, if that doesn’t work, | then
become repetitious. | say the same things
over and over and over again. | get to the
point where there really isn't much meaning
in what | am saying. It has just become a
loud, repetitious noise.

| wondered what it would be like if God re-
sponded to me the way that | respond to
Dash. What if God just got tired of my
“noise” and tuned me out until | made a
“noise” that was different enough that it
caught His attention?

Of course, God is not like that, but what if |

Here are Dot and Dash in their cage saw my prayer life as something that was

home. Dot is the one sitting in her fogqnp|y a reflex action - which is what
dish (please don’t ask me why...) an(b

Dash is perched above her.

ash’s cooing truly is. There really isn't
any meaning or purpose to his cooing. Itis
just what he does. Is there meaning and purpose to my
prayer life? Or do my prayers just come across to God
like some incessant noise that He wishes would just stop.

| honestly don't think that God ever becomes annoyed
with His children when they call out to Him, regardless of
how they do it. I'm sure that He would prefer that we
talked to Him from our hearts, and, most of all, listened in
return to hear His voice speaking back to us.

Dash can still get very annoying to listen to. | don’t know
where he gets the energy to make so much noise for so
long during the day, but he is a creature made by God'’s
hands. And he has reminded me of something important
about God's character. God loves each of us so much,
and as our “Abba (Daddy) Father,” He wants to hear from
us - our concerns, worries, hopes and, most of all, praise.
I’'m mindful now of how my prayers to God might sound to
Him. Am | being “loud and obnoxious,” or is my heart
truly opened up to Him - to speak and to listen?

Interested in performing gospel magic?

Go to www.SaveOnMagic.com for

affordable props, gimmicks and tricks.

(Revenue from product sales goes to the minigtgyostof
Williamson Productions.)




The Final Word - “Suggestion”

ayle often writes many of the articles in our news-

letter, which is fine by me! However, God has

impressed upon me to add my 2 cents worth. |
fear that you may have already assigned that value to my
ramblings just by my suggestion.

This leads me to the topic of what's been on my heart —
the word, “suggestion.”

On the front page of this Ministry Update, Gayle alluded
to our branching out to doing secular shows, beginning
with the statement “resulting in lots of questions and
doubt on our part as to whether or not we really were
where God wanted us to be.” Allow me to share an ob-
servation (I dare not say correction!).

We've never doubted that God has us where he wants us
to be. Our doubts have come from suggestions... sug-
gestions that we were failures at business, that we didn't
have the proper training in the fields of marketing and
customer relations. We got caught up in the muck and
mire of looking at our problems rather than praising God
for his provisions. It's so easy to wonder if we are walk-
ing in God'’s will, isn't it?

| don’t mean to say that we haven't been grateful. Many
of you have supported us beyond the measures of our
ability to say “THANK YOU” enough! To that end, let me
once again say it — thanks! Thank you for seeing what
God is doing in our midst, and for your desire to help us
continue in our service to his kingdom.

It's easy to be distracted by suggestions. Suggestions
that come in half-truths, by well-meaning friends and fam-

by David Williamson

ily, all of which fully believe they are
doing us a favor. Although we’ve had
nothing but spiritual and emotional
support from those family and friends
that have surrounded us, the half-
truths can still seep in through the
cracks. The messenger sends the
message, and the listener interprets.

Satan will attack us in a subtle way.
He'll give us doubt. He'll try to take
our focus off the big picture. He'll try to keep us focused
on ourselves, living in this world, instead of focusing on
others and eternity. | think | know where the saying “can’t
see the forest for the trees” came from. It had to have
been from a Christian from years past who fought this
same battle.

“Faith isn’t believing that God can. It is knowing that He
will.” And, may | add, already has.

God knows what you are going through. He knows your
weaknesses and gently gives you opportunities to grow
out of them. Like a skilled gardener will prune the
branches and flowers, God is continually pruning us so
that we can bear fruit — fruit that will last.

My mother often says, “It's in the valleys that we grow.”
Whether you are climbing a hill, or wandering through a
darkened valley, or wondering why God isn’t answering
your prayers, jus t know that he is. And he does, and he
will... and he already has.

“Be still and know that | am God...” Psalm 46:10

Just a Little Bit of Fun Stuff SFAMILYFUNKLTPKC
TYULMNRETHGUALH S
Williamson Productions _ ECDMDOTAOAFGEUSDQ
Word Search oo Gospel PNAITSIRHCNPRNAY
irthday usion

. i Christian Jesus Christ PDSNVMBVZWSCOMVR
Find the words listed Church Kids UNWIGAYLEOHIAKEJ
below hidden in this Dash Laughter PRESTIDIGITATION
letter grid. David Ministry DSNTELAKWCZMJLNJ
Dot QOutreach NADRI LSITUBOI ELME
Doves Pray ALOYRIHDOVESVUAS
Family Fun Preschool CVOOHWOSHLHQOSG U
Festivals Prestidigitation | AGJPRESCHOOLTI I S

Fun Magic and Productions
Puppets Salvation GTSVPYNTYVGBSOCC
Funny Save On Magic Al PQYADHTRIBDNI H
Gayle Tricks MOENDRSUWBGEOBTFR
God'’s Love Williamson NNNRCPCULARFGEFP I
Good News UUTOUTREACHLTDC S
FESTIVALSDSKCIRT



